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challenged by Paxton’s lawyers, including motions filed in state appeals courts claiming 
that the grand jury had not been chosen according to state rules and laws. The Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals for the state of Texas, based in Collin County, ruled the jury 
had been selected appropriately. In a video released to the public, Paxton defended his 
record, denying any violation of the law and saying that his accusers were politically 
motivated because Paxton is a conservative politician and a conservative Christian.2 
Paxton’s lawyers then appealed to the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals on the same 
grounds: that the grand jury had been improperly selected. Paxton’s appeal was later 
denied by the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, clearing the way for Paxton to stand 
trial for the charges against him.

In addition, Paxton faced indictments in state courts for an improper land sale in 
the McKinney area north of Dallas. Paxton was one of several individuals involved in 
a partnership called Eldorado-Collin; this company faced an investigation by special 
prosecutors from Collin County. Questions were raised about the sale of the property, 
originally purchased for $750,000, that was later sold for over $1 million and then 
later sold again to Collin County for the construction of the Collin County’s tax office. 
Allegations were made of inappropriate influence exerted on the local government to 
change the zoning of the property so that it would be more attractive to the eventual 
buyer.3 Eventually, the investigation was terminated.

However, the mounting legal issues surrounding Paxton’s personal actions prior to 
and during his election campaign raised other issues about his personal financing of 
the legal fees to defend himself. In such situations, it is not unusual for the defendant to 
set up a legal defense fund to raise money from other sources to help pay court costs. 
Complicating this issue was the fact that the Texas Attorney General’s office provides 

Attorney General Ken 
Paxton walks to a press 
conference in front of 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
in June 2016. Paxton 
has aggressively filed 
lawsuits against the U.S. 
government and other 
states since taking office 
in January 2015.
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